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190 YEARS OF THE 
BLACK PRESS
47 Million Americans. One Voice.

Since its founding 77 years  

ago, the National Newspaper  

Publishers Association has  

consistently been the voice 

of the black community and 

an incubator for the news that 

makes history and impacts the 

country today and tomorrow.  

From delivering news, 

information and commentary  

to being the largest and 

most influential Black-owned 

media resource in America 

to reach local markets with 

African American consumers.   

From helping to shape ideas   

and opinion to shaping  

thinking. From thought  

leadership to leading change.   

Each week more than 20 

million Americans from all 

backgrounds seeking news 

from the Black perspective turn 

to the 205 NNPA newspapers. 

In America, now among the 

most diverse countries in the 

world, the Black Press is more 

relevant than ever.  

Why the NNPA and the Black Press? 
It happens here.  

The NNPA newspapers have informed  

communities where changes and events 

have taken place  around the nation for  

75 years.  The Black Press fills a void with its 

in-depth  reporting and unique perspectives 

that inform, enlighten and address issues 

important to communities across America.  

Black newspapers are ubiquitous as the 

news  and information they provide are 

talked about in African-American homes, 

places of worship, dining and entertainment 

establishments and on social media and chat 

rooms. They are a source of conversation 

about fashion, news, music, entertainment, 

lawmaking, human rights,  current events, and 

events shaping America and history. Powerful, 

pervasive and influential. The Black Press is the 

heart, soul and spirit of the black community.  



LETTERS 
from the Chairman 

190 years ago Samuel Cornish and John Russwurm filled a void of communication by publishing Freedom’s Journal 
in New York City. In the first issue of Freedom’s Journal on March 16, 1827 these publishers stated with clarity and 
conviction, “we wish to plead our own cause. Far too long others have spoken for us ... “ 

Similarly, John H.H. Sengstacke and twenty-one other publishers came together in 1940 in Chicago, Illinois to form 
the Negro Newspaper Publishers Association {later changed to the National Newspaper Publishers Association}, 
to promote the interests of the Black Press by securing unity and action in the profession of journalism and the 
business of publishing. Other ideals were to advance the highest and best interest of all people of African descent 
and to foster the business of its members, to serve as a repository of historical data of Black America, as well as to 
generate new advertising revenue for its membership. 

The Black Press was a leading force in the eradication of slavery, Jim Crow laws, integrating armed forces and 
schools, as well as navigating the Great Migration of Blacks from the south to the north in the United States for a 
better life. The Black Press’ role in the civil rights movement in the 1960s and the systematic revolution of voting 
rights through the election of our first Black President, we’ve been on the front line. 

Today, through the officers and board of directors of NNPA we continue those traditions of our founding fathers 
through meetings twice yearly to conduct the business of the association and discuss through workshops and 
meetings the business of publishing, and presenting new trends 
and technologies of the day. 

The Black Press continues to work to eradicate the ills of our 
society, and provide knowledge, inspiration and hope for a better 
life. We also provide the most effective and efficient avenue to 
reach high -indexed consumers (our readers) for products and 
services. 

On June 23, 2017, I was elected as Chairman of NNPA for the 
next two years and I pledge to work diligently to seek solutions 
for an industry in transition. Transforming to a fast-paced 
technological environment, challenged with new digital trends, 
presents us a new opportunity for the resilient Black Press to 
continue its original mission of 1827 and to evolve to fit the times. 

We thank our many friends and sponsors, many of which are long-
standing. We are excited about the prospect of their continued 
support and we invite others who have yet to join us to provide 
your corporation, company, association, social organization, or 
governmental agency the opportunity to reach 47 million readers 
we speak to each week.

DOROTHY R. LEAVELL
Chairman  



...and the President & CEO  
There in an old African proverb that says, “The past nurtures the present as the future is surely 
determined.”

The indefatigable past of the Black Press in America and throughout the world does in fact nurture 
the present generation of Black-owned newspapers and multimedia companies. As we celebrate 
the historic 190th year anniversary of the Black Press in America, we are called to reassert its 
transformative and unique value and mission to millions of African Americans and others who are 
committed to freedom, truth, justice, equality, and empowerment for all. 

We are not living in the past but we are extracting lessons from the past.  Our strategic planning and 
implementation ensures the present and future sustainability and viability of the Black Press across 
all print, digital and social media platforms and channels.

We are intergenerational.  We are relevant, vocal, courageous, active, responsive, transparent, 
audited, and accountable to the communities that we serve across the nation.  We are content 
producers.  We publish and distribute 
the truth.  The NNPA continues to be the 
“trusted voice” of Black America.  

The NNPA Newswire has expanded from 
weekly to daily distribution and NNPA’s 
original NNPA content is quoted and 
redistributed by CNN, NBC, ABC, CBS and 
the Associated Press. 

The support of the NNPA’s partners, 
sponsors and advertisers is a critically 
important matter that we acknowledge with 
sincere appreciation and gratitude. 

I am more than proud of the progress that 
the NNPA has made during the past two 
years. The NNPA is stronger today and ready 
to continue to move forward.                       

May God continue to bless the NNPA. 

DR. BENJAMIN F. CHAVIS, JR.  
President & CEO  
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Michigan residents 
wrongfully denied 

food stamps
By Roz Edward
Managing Editor

Gov. Rick Snyder and his administration 
are embroiled in yet another controversy, 
which will impose additional hardships on 
the already beleaguered residents of the state 
who find themselves in financial hardship. At 
issue is the federal Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, more commonly known 
as food stamps, which are intended to provide 
temporary food assistance for eligible low-in-
come families and individuals. 

But the SNAP program has gone woeful-
ly wrong under the Snyder administration, 
which has attempted to ban people from re-
ceiving benefits who have fled prosecution for 
a felony. 

Michigan's Fugitive Felon Law, which 
was employed to cut some 20,000 people off 
public assistance, is now under scrutiny by 
the Sixth Court of Appeals after a Detroit resi-
dent, Walter Barry, a 46-year-old mentally dis-
abled man who lives with his mother, wrong-
fully lost his public assistance when his name 
turned up in a fugitive database. 

Barry and others are victims of government 
bureaucracy and a dysfunctional automated 
program implemented by the State of Michi-
gan in 2013 which compares the list of public 
assistance recipients with a list of outstand-
ing felony warrants maintained by the law en-
forcement information network. The system, 
however, has been plagued with issues of er-
roneously disqualifying eligible recipients by 
wrongfully identifying some as felons. 

In 2015, U.S. District Judge Judith Levy 
struck down the state’s database, concluding 
it wrongfully denied plaintiffs of their right to 
food aid because they were neither actively 
fleeing or avoiding prosecution for a felony.

“His story ... illustrates the difficulties 
that the bare-bones Michigan system can pro-
duce,” the Sixth Circuit wrote in its 12-page 
opinion, which upheld a lower court ruling 
that declared the policy unconstitutional.

 Barry, the lead plaintiff in the current law-
suit was awarded $186 per month in food as-
sistance, but later that year he learned that 
his benefits would be cut because of a “crim-
inal justice disqualification.” His mother re-
quested a hearing with state authorities and 
took Barry to the Detroit Police Department, 
where his fingerprints were taken. Police 
found he had no criminal history. An admin-
istrative law judge quickly reinstated Barry's 
benefits. Five months later, the same problem 
occurred. Barry received notice that his bene-
fits would be terminated because of a criminal 
issue. 

What the ...?
Trump visit to Great Faith Ministries turns into love fest

Healthcare disparities persist despite progress under Obamacare
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Bart Scott Field:  A gift that keeps giving!

Close your eyes and imagine a young man who fulfills 
his dream of playing professional sports at the highest 
level, but in the process never forgets his hometown or 
the people that nurtured him. 

Open your eyes and the image that appears is 
Detroit’s own Bartholomew Edward “Bart” Scott.  

With the NFL regular season fast approaching, Scott 
will be a fixture on the national airwaves, given his role 
as an analyst on CBS Sports’ “The NFL Today.” 

However, long before the nice suits and national 
television appearances, Scott was a part of the Detroit 
Public School League family, as a member of the 
football team at Southeastern High School, where he 
played linebacker and running back.   

After graduating from Southeastern, Scott was a 
standout at Southern Illinois University and then entered 
the NFL the hard way—undrafted. In true Detroit style, 
Scott made a way for himself in the NFL, as a standout 
linebacker.  He made plays, made the Pro Bowl, and 
made reporters take down his every word due to his 
confidence and swagger, which was definitely made in 
“The D.”

However, Scott has made his hometown most 
proud through his generosity, much of which has 
been devoted to Southeastern High School and the 
scholar-athletes that followed him.  He has purchased 
uniforms and equipment, upgraded the weight room, 
and paid for new bleachers after the Southeastern field 
was vandalized.  For all that Scott has done for others, 
Southeastern retired his jersey in 2008 and in 2011, 
as part of the Southeastern High Alumni Association’s 
reunion block party and picnic, Southeastern named its 
football field and track “Bart Scott Field.” 

With each year that passes, more magic is made 
at Bart Scott Field, as was the case last Friday before 
Labor Day, when Southeastern hosted Renaissance.  
Community members attending games at 3030 Fairview 
can always expect spirited play from the competing 
scholar-athletes, but more importantly, Bart Scott Field 
symbolizes that everyone can win, when love for our 
community is the top priority.  And that is the gift that 
Bart Scott has given to all of Detroit.

COMMENTARY

A field of dreams made 
possible by a proud 

son of Detroit

On a perfect afternoon for football, Renaissance and 
Southeastern brought in the Labor Day weekend with a 
Friday tilt at Bart Scott Field.  Sunshine was in abundance, 
and on this day, the Renaissance Phoenix shined brightly 
on the field, en route to a hard-earned 26-12 victory. 

Leading the way on offense for Renaissance was 
Cam’Ron Starks, who rushed for 155 yards and two TDs. 
Defensively, Demarius Clemons registered eight tackles 
and forced a fumble; and Abdur Bouyer, made four 
tackles, forced a fumble and returned an interception 36 
yards for a touchdown.   

Following is a listing of other top local performers during 
Week 2 games: 

Adonte Calhoun, Denby, 138 yards rushing, including 
one TD in Denby’s 34-0 victory against Osborn

Romel Taylor, Denby, 122 yards passing, including 
2 TDs

Jalen Early, Denby, 55 receiving yards, including 
2 TDs, from the TE position

Derrick Corbin, Western, 163 yards passing, including 
two TDs in Western’s 12-7 victory against Detroit 
Collegiate Prep at Northwestern

Devin George, Western, four receptions for 115 yards, 
including a TD

Roderic Harris, Western, 138 yards rushing

Joe Ennis, Detroit Collegiate Prep at Northwestern, 
117 yards rushing, including one TD 

Zyaire Gardner, Cody, eight tackles and 115 yards 
rushing, including 3 TDs, in Cody’s 35-0 victory 
against Henry Ford

Alvin White Jr., Cody, four tackles and an interception

Sam Womack, East English Village, 50-yard TD pass 
and a 65-yard interception return for a TD in East English 
Village’s 34-6 victory against Pershing

Zhamaine March, East English Village, 80 rushing 
yards, including three TDs

Desjuan Johnson, East English Village, eight tackles 
and three sacks

Elijah Lagreer, Leadership Academy, six tackles 
and 160 rushing yards, including 3 TDs, in Leadership 
Academy’s 20-6 victory against Detroit Public Safety

Lamont Green, Leadership Academy, 10 tackles, 
including three sacks

Kevin Willis, King, 124 rushing yards, including 2 TDs 
in King’s 39-6 victory against Central

Dequan Finn, King, one rushing TD and 144 yards 
passing, completing six of 11 attempts

Christian Chatman, King, four receptions for 134 
yards and one TD

Cepeda Phillips, King, 11 tackles, including two 
tackles for loss

Desean Boyd, Cass Tech, returned a fumble 99 
yards for a TD and had a kickoff return for a TD, in the 
Technicians’ 60-0 victory against Communications And 
Media Arts

Omar Pagan, Mumford, passed for 293 yards and 
2 TDs, and rushed for 79 yards and one TD in the 
Mustang’s 26-0 victory against Fredrick Douglass 
Academy 

Cerell Lewis, Mumford, four receptions for 112 yards

Keontae Streeter, Mumford, 10 tackles, including four 
for loss and one sack Photos by Rogers William Foster

Photo by Rogers William Foster
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Heritage Optical founder 
George Barnes creates 
strong business legacy

By Keith A. Owens
Senior Editor

I really wanted to give Bishop 
Wayne T. Jackson the benefit of the 
doubt for inviting Donald Trump to 
speak at his church. I did. And when 

I spoke to him a 
little more than 
a week ago, the 

reasons he gave (see last week’s Mich-
igan Chronicle interview) sounded 
mostly reasonable and fair. His con-
gregation is smart enough to make up 
their own minds, he said. There are 
two candidates running, not just one, 
he said.

“Now, what I want to come out of 
this [interview] is a clear understand-
ing what his policies will be.  I under-
stand that criticism has come about 
me allowing Mr. Trump to come and 
speak at Great Faith Ministries. But 
you gotta understand that we are in 
a race, and there’s two people in the 
race. Mr. Trump may become the next 
president of our country.

“I’m not a journalist, but I’m a 
broadcaster. And my network goes 
to millions of homes. And I owe it to 
the viewers to bring both sides. This 
is not an endorsement. This is en-
gagement. And we have given Hillary 
Clinton the same opportunity. [she 
has not yet responded]. This is not to 
put one up above the other. This is to 
inform our community of what they 
will do if elected.”

This is what Bishop Jackson said.

But then I saw the picture of 
Bishop Jackson placing the Jewish 
prayer shawl around Trump’s shoul-
ders. And then I saw a lot more pic-

tures. And then I listened to the full 
speech delivered by Donald Trump to 
the congregation of Great Faith Min-
istries on Saturday morning. And at 
this point…?

Look, I know Bishop Jackson said 
he also extended an invitation to Hil-
lary Clinton, and that she has not yet 
accepted. So if and when Clinton does 
accept, then maybe we’ll see another 
photo op like this. And even though 
the saying goes that a picture speaks 
a thousand words, there’s that other 
saying that pictures can lie. So maybe 
that picture taken at Saturday’s ser-
vice showing Bishop Jackson smiling 
broadly as he draped this cloth from 
Jerusalem across a beaming Trump’s 
shoulders – or that other one with 
Trump smiling in the audience in the 
same row with Ben Carson seated 
several seats away, or that video of 

him dancing (?) to the gospel music 
– are all being grossly misinterpret-
ed by those of us who are wondering, 
well, WTF?

Oh, and maybe it will all be cleared 
up by the interview that Bishop Jack-
son was supposed to conduct in his 
office after the church service was 
over and then broadcast one week 
from now on his Impact Network.

Yeah. Maybe.

But here’s the problem with all of 
that, and let’s start from the begin-
ning.

Originally, the deal was that 
Donald Trump was supposed to come 
to Great Faith and be interviewed by 
Bishop Jackson live in front of his 
congregation during the service where 
he would then ask Trump a series of 

COMMENTARY

By Trevor W. Coleman

With a recent national report 
indicating profound health dis-
parities between Detroit resi-
dents and the rest of the county 
and state as the backdrop, De-
troit’s Wellness Plan Medical 
Center on Outer Drive, has an-
nounced an expansion of ser-
vices. The services will include 
an onsite Urgent Care Center 
that accepts all insurances and is 
now open after hours and week-
ends at its Eastside location. 

The move comes on the heels 
of this year’s Robert Wood John-
son Foundation’s 2016 County 
Health Rankings report indicat-
ing that Wayne County yet again, 
ranked last out of Michigan’s 83 
counties for both overall health 
outcomes and health factors.

The Foundation report   not 
ed that in 2015, Detroit’s infant 
mortality rate was 13.6%, com-
pared to 6.1% in Wayne County 
(excluding Detroit) and 6.8% in 
Michigan. It’s obesity rate was 
37%, compared to 31% in Michi-
gan. It’s diabetes rate was 14.6%, 
compared to 10.4% in Michigan. 

And 18% of Detroiters reported 
poor mental health on at least 14 
of the past 30 days, compared to 
12.6% in Michigan.

Dr. Tiffany L. Sanford, the 
newly appointed Medical Direc-
tor for The Wellness Plan Med-
ical Center said the grim statis-
tics are a reflection of the poor 
health outcomes that result from 
a high concentration of of pover-

ty, intense racial segregation and 
the fact that many people in that 
situation often find themselves 
with facing social barriers to ob-
taining   healt h  care   services in 
spite of now having health insur-
ance under the Affordable Care 
Act.  

 “As a federally funded health 
center, we have to conduct rou-
tine assessments, and it soon 
became very clear that there was 

a need for Urgent Care services 
on the Eastside of Detroit,” she 
said. 

Sanford said her organiza-
tion has four clinics serving the 
Metro Detroit area and Pontiac. 
But their internal assessments 
indicated the Eastside of Detroit 
had the greatest need for expand-
ed services due to that   section    
of the city being home to such 
a high density of poor people 
with chronic illnesses, inade-
quate transportation, inadequate 
access to healthy food sources    
and a lack of full service   medical    
clinics   to meet community needs  
- especially urgent care facilities.

Historically, the hospital 
emergency room has   often been 
the first   choice of many poor 
people for urgent care services 
she said.

However, a medical center's    
Urgent Care designation means if 
your doctor’s office is closed or 
unable to accept appointments 
on that particular day and you 
have an urgent need to be seen 

Dr. Tiffany Sanford

See TRUMP page A-4
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Tribune Staff Report

Y
oung musician Brandon Combs, of Fels 
High School, made quite an impres-
sion last summer on both the public 
and Philadelphia police officers, whom 
he serenaded during the Democratic 

National Convention as they patrolled Center City 
streets packed with protestors and crowds.

So when the 15-year-old student lost his trumpet 
recently (“It was stolen,” attests a source), the Phil-

adelphia Police Department Honor Guard adopted 
Combs as an honorary bugler and bought him a 
replacement horn.

With that trumpet, Brandon performed Echo 
Taps, before a gathering of city officials and family 
members of fallen officers and firefighters, provid-
ing a moving ending to a moving ceremony that 
honored Philadelphia men and women who had 
lost their lives in the line of duty.

At the Living Flame Memorial, at Franklin 
Square Park, at Seventh and Race streets on 

Wednesday, Mayor Jim Kenney said, “On this 
solemn occasion of reflection and remembrance, 
we honor our fallen officers and firefighters who 
selflessly gave their lives while serving and pro-
tecting the citizens of Philadelphia. As the son of 
a former city firefighter, I can tell you that I will 
never forget their sacrifices. We offer our deepest 
sympathy to the families who have lost their loved 
ones — a wife, husband, son, daughter, father or 

Charles D. Ellison 
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON  

CORRESPONDENT

As many voting rights advocates and 
election law experts are still piecing 
together how much Republican-insti-
gated voter suppression strategies and 
voter ID laws impacted Black and Brown 
voter turnout, there is increasing worry 

amongst observers and strategists about 
what might happen in 2018.

Democrats are hoping 2018 will be a 
turnaround political re-birth, with many 
party insiders and supporters gearing for 
comebacks in the House and Senate.

The problem, however, is that much 
of that political monopoly – cemented 
during the 2016 elections – was construct-
ed by a very elaborate system of voter sup-

pression laws, ordinances, and bureau-
cratic schemes created to discourage high 
Democratic constituency turnout.

One such scheme, the Interstate 
Crosscheck System, worries observ-
ers like Dr. G.S. Potter of the Strategic 
Institute of Intersectional Policy. The 
anti-voter fraud system first created by 
Kansas Secretary of State Kris Koback in 
2005, has grown substantially in size and 

scope – from its one-state origin to now 
30 states. “It was designed and imple-
mented by Kris Kobach, a well-known 
white nationalist,” observes Potter. “And 
[it’s] used to identify millions of black and 
brown voters specifically to deprive them 
of their Constitutional right to vote.”

Potter explains to The Tribune that 
suppression is happening rapidly and on 
three “active fronts:” purging, ID require-

ments, and Americans with Disability 
Act violations. The lesser known latter 
ADA violations are, perhaps, even more 
surreptitious consider 1 out of every 6 
voters are estimated as living with a dis-
ability and, according to Potter, “over 75% 
of polling locations were inaccessible 
according to ADA requirements.”

Erica Werner
Alan Fram

WASHINGTON — Senate Republicans wasted 
no time on Friday showing they have little use 
for the House bill to repeal and replace Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act amid fears among 
Americans that people already sick won’t be able 
to get affordable insurance.

“At this point, there seem to be more questions 
than answers about its consequences,” said mod-
erate GOP Sen. Susan Collins of Maine, whose 
vote may prove one of the hardest to get for Pres-
ident Donald Trump and Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky.

“I don’t support the House bill as currently 
constructed,” said Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio. “I 

Stacy M. Brown
TRIBUNE HARRISBURG  

CORRESPONDENT

H A R R I S B U R G  —  W h i l e 
the capitol sat quiet this week, 
budget activity and all its negoti-
ations, arguments, lobbying and 
sometimes painstakingly long 
hearings are expected to resume 
Monday.

Typically, budget discussions 
heat up at the start of the new 
calendar year when lawmakers 
in both houses anticipate the 
governor’s proposal.

This year has been no differ-

Layla A. Jones
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

A high-ranking employee for 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Corrections went viral on social 
media Thursday after he posted 
a tweet suggesting “there is a 
genetic component to crime.”

Bret Bucklen, the director for 
the DOC’s Office of Research and 
Statistics, was engaged on May 1 
in a political debate on Twitter 
that appears to have been based 
on the new Republican health 
care bill.

“T here a re t hose who a re 
unfortunate. There are many 

more who made bad choices,” 
Bucklen said. “Why can’t liberals 
come to terms with that.”

T he d e b a t e  t o ok a  t u r n , 
though, when Bucklen suggest-
ed crime was genetic.

One Twitter user respond-
ed, writing that, “this could go 
toward a racist fallacy really 
quick and I hope it doesn’t.” To 
which Buck len replied, “You 
doubt that there is a genetic 
component to crime?”

Some have tried to make a 
scientific link between race and 
crime, promoting the idea that 

Pa. official’s tweet 
causes flap in linking 
genetics to crime

TWEET » 4A

A MOVING CEREMONY

Officers, firefighters lost their lives in the line of duty
Brandon Combs, of Fels High School, performs at the Living Flame Memorial, at Franklin Square, Seventh and Race streets, during a 
ceremony to honor fallen police officers and firefighters who died in the line of duty. — ABDUL R. SULAYMAN/TRIBUNE CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER

FALLEN » 4A

Senate not 
sold yet on 
Republican 
health bill
GOP House victory may be fleeting 
as there seem to be more questions 
than answers about consequences for 
people with pre-existing conditions

HEALTH BILL » 4A

Voter suppression threats loom in midterm elections

State budget season brings 
angst, long negotiations

Gov. Wolf delivered his budget address to a joint session of 
the Pennsylvania House and Senate in Harrisburg in Feb-
ruary. At left is Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Rep. Mike Turzai (R., Allegheny), and to the right is Lt. Gov. 
Michael Stack. —AP PHOTO/MATT ROURKEBUDGET » 6A

MIDTERM » 4A

CITY’S FALLEN HONORED
President Donald Trump talks with House 
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wis., in the Rose Gar-
den of the White House in Washington, on 
Thursday. — AP PHOTO/EVAN VUCCI

1,000 MARCH

Last Thursday’s protest by Don’t Shoot Portland – a reaction to the shootings of Alton Sterling and Philando Castile -- drew more than 1,000 demonstrators. 
A conservative blogger named Michael Strickland drew a gun on the crowd and was arrested shortly after at the otherwise-peaceful event. 
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By Christen McCurdy
Of The Skanner News

L
ead testing results released this 
week from 24 Portland Public 
Schools showed high lead levels in 
all — and a pervasive problem at 

North Portland’s Jefferson High School.
Oregon Public Broadcasting report-

ed that nearly 200 fixtures at Jefferson 
had lead levels above the federal limit 
(15 parts per billion), or close to two-
thirds of the 335 water sources. Most of 
the fixtures tested were shower heads 
or spigots, but 26 were drinking foun-
tains. Full test results are posted on the 
school district’s website at http://www.
pps.net/Page/5378. 

By Arashi Young 
of The Skanner News

D
emonstrators met at 
Pioneer Courthouse 
Square last Thursday 
and surrounded a 

group of speakers who ral-
lied the crowd into action 
following two police shoot-
ings in Minnesota and Lou-
isiana.

Don’t Shoot Portland’s 
rally, “This Can’t Be Jus-
tice,” drew more than 1,000 
people by the end of the 
night.

One advocate was Joe 
“Bean” Keller, the father of 
Deontae J. Keller, who was 

fatally shot on February 
28, 1996 by PPB Officer Ter-
ry Kruger.

Keller expressed frustra-
tion towards officers who 
are fearful and quick to 
use deadly force.

“I think if you are in fear 
for your life and you have 
to pull your gun, you need 
to quit your [expletive] 
job,” Keller said.

The demonstration was 
prompted by two back-
to-back shootings — both 
caught on camera — that 
shocked the nation. On July 
5, Alton Sterling was killed 
by two White Baton Rouge 
Police Department officers. 

Sterling had been wrestled 
to the ground by Officers 
Howie Lake and Blane Sal-
amoni and shot multiple 
times at point-black range. 
Bystander video of the en-
counter quickly went vi-
ral, sparking protests and 
candlelight vigils.

 The very next day, on 
July 6, Philando Castile 
was fatally shot by Officer 
Jeronimo Yanez after be-
ing pulled over in Falcon 
Heights, a suburb of St. 
Paul, Minnesota. Castile’s 
girlfriend, Diamond Reyn-
olds, was in car as was her 
4-year old daughter.

Reynolds live-streamed 

video of the police en-
counter after Castile had 
been shot, recording both 
his last moments and her 
arrest. By the following 
morning, graphic video 
had been watched more 
than one million times.

These two  public deaths 
were called 21st centu-
ry lynchings by NAACP 
President Cornell William 
Brooks. Protests erupted 
in cities around the nation, 
including St. Paul, Chica-
go, Sacramento, Atlanta, 
Memphis, New York City, 
Washington D.C., Denver, 

By Christen McCurdy
Of The Skanner News

S
elf Enhancement, Inc. an-
nounced earlier this summer 
it is closing SEI Academy — the 
only charter middle school in 

the city — and will begin phasing out 
services this year.

The nonprofit provides culturally 
specific support for African Amer-
ican students in schools through-
out the city, and opened the middle 

school 10 years ago following the 
closure of other middle schools in 
the Portland Public Schools system. 
Tony Hopson said SEI made the de-
cision in response to the school dis-
trict’s recent announcement that it 
would reopen some middle schools, 
including Harriet Tubman and Ock-
ley Green in North and Northeast 
Portland in 2017.

“The charter school, which has 

High Lead 
Levels at 
Jefferson

Buffalo Soldiers 
Celebrate 150th 
Anniversary

1,000 Rally in Portland After Police Shootings

SEI to Close Middle School

County expands the age 
limit on lead testing at 
free clinics

Historian calls this a 
milestone page 10

Kam Interviews 
President Obama’s 
Half-Brother page 7

CEO Tony Hopson says school’s closure will 
enable organization to focus on its mission 

Mostly-peaceful event interrupted as conservative blogger draws gun

See RALLY on page 3

See LEAD on page 3

See SEI on page 3
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25
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CHALLENGING PEOPLE TO SHAPE A BETTER FUTURE NOW

Tony Hopson said the impending closure of SEI 
Academy will enable the organization to get 
back to its core mission of supporting Black 
students throughout the school system. 

Lead test results released this week showed 
Jefferson High School had the most pervasive high 
levels of lead in drinking water in Portland Public 
Schools. 
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The Buffalo Soldier Museum will hold a 150th 
anniversary celebration this month to remember 
the creation of the first Black peacetime army.
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OUR HISTORY 
A Living Archive  

OUR ROOTS: Having a Voice  
THE YEAR: 1827.  

THE VOID: The usual channels  of public 

media, particularly newspapers, were denied to 

black U.S. citizens.  

THE PROBLEM: The lack of public media 

channels to communicate their perspectives 

on social, political and economic issues  that 

commonly confronted Black citizens meant that 

they did not have a voice in a public forum and 

were routinely denigrated in print,  questioning 

the integrity and  morality of the race.   

A MEANS TO BE HEARD:  
The  Freedman’s Journal, the first  Black 

newspaper published by Black Americans, 

premiered in 1827. This was only the beginning.    

THE OUTCOME, THE LEGACY: 
For 190 years, The Black Press has chronicled 

history, struggles, triumphs, news and events 

— telling the stories that  need to be told — 

through  words and pictures as they impact 

African Americans. The Black Press is a living  

archive and the Voice of the Black Community.  
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“Time for a Taser…That looks like a bad dude, too. 
Probably on something.”

How could a police officer operating a helicopter from over 500 feet in the air be 
able to make that level of assessment on an unarmed 40-year-old African American 

male named Terence Crutcher, who was recently killed by Officer Betty Shelby in Tulsa, 
OK?

What made Crutcher a “bad dude” in the eyes of these members of law enforcement?  
What was the set of criteria they used to determine that?  

Tulsa Police Department released video footage showing Crutcher walking back to his 
stalled SUV with both of his hands raised in the air, while Officer Shelby, who is White, 
and Officer Tyler Turnbough, who is White, follow closely behind him with their weapons 
drawn. As Crutcher approaches his vehicle, still with his hands in the air, Officer Turn-
bough deploys his Taser and Officer Shelby unloads a single shot that eventually kills him. 

www.forwardtimes.com

|  Vol. 56 No. 40 September 28 - October 4, 2016$1.00

Oh, Say, 
AmericA
WHY CAN’T YOU SEE?

By Jeffrey L. Boney 
Associate Editor

See America 4A

More than 77 
Years Advocating 
for the Black Press  

In 1940, 22 leading Black publishers founded 

the National Negro Publishers Association, 

renamed in 1956 to the National Newspaper  

Publishers Association.  

Today, the NNPA is comprised of 205 black  

newspapers. The Black Press gives voice to the  

unique perspective of African Americans on 

news, issues and opinions as they occur and as 

they impact the black community.

“Pleading the cause” through  excellence 

in reporting, accountability, photography 

and content. Crossing generations, races, 

ethnicities and backgrounds, the NNPA offers 

what only its newspapers can deliver to 20 

million readers every day: news from the  

Black perspective.  

Recognizing that today’s leaders need to access 

news and information in real time, NNPA has 

forged into the digital age with the creation of 

an electronic news service and BlackPressUSA.

com; though printed newspapers remain the 

heart of the Black Press.  

The NNPA is at once - historic and 

contemporary. Insightful and influential.  

A change agent and thought leader. The Black 

Press is the Voice of the Black Community.  

Its legacy continues.   



OUR AUDIENCE 
Profile & Demographics  

Nielsen Executive Summary  
With incomes steadily rising at a rate that outpaces that of the general population, 

African-Americans’ buying power is expected to grow 21.6% between now and 2020, 

by which time it will reach just over $1.4 trillion, according to the Selig Center for 

Economic Growth.
Source, Neilsen: YOUNG, CONNECTED AND BLACK: AFRICAN-AMERICAN MILLENNIALS ARE DRIVING SOCIAL CHANGE AND LEADING DIGITAL ADVANCEMENT
2016 REPORT 



*The U.S. Virgin Islands 
is located in region 2.  

REGION 1  
799,556  
28 Member 
Pubishers  

REGION 2 
1,106,218  
60 Member 
Publishers  

REGION 3  
1,504,734  
54 Member 
Publishers  

REGION 4  
725,870  
33 Member 
Publishers  

REGION 5 
1,023,502  
30 Member 
Publishers  

Print & Digital Coverage  
ALL STATES AND REGIONS (including the U.S. Virgin Islands)  



African-Americans have a diverse approach to receiving content and 

information—they fully engage and connect through various mainstream and 

niche media outlets and platforms and consume more content than other 

groups on all fronts, reporting above-average consumption across each 

platform. (Source: nielson.com) During a time when digital is dominating 

news media consumption, African-American consumers still trust print: 

52% of surveyed black consumers were more likely to be voracious readers 

of magazines and newspapers, which is 30% higher than the general 

population.

For advertisers seeking 
to connect with African-
Americans, a healthy mix of 
platforms can help amplify 
content and ensure that this 
group is receiving messages 
in a way it can engage with 
and share with peers—further 
extending brand reach.

NNPA Media Services is the 
gateway to nearly 200 regional 
and local newspapers with 
more than 20.1 readers each 
week.

The buying power of the 
African American community 

is projected to grow to $1.3 
trillion by 2017, according to 
Nielsen Media Research and 
NNPA research services.

Americans from all 
backgrounds seek news from 
the Black perspective.

As the largest and most 
influential Black-owned media 
resource in America, NNPA 
delivers news, information, 
and commentary to over 20 
million people each week.

NNPA’s unique ability to 
deliver integrated advertising, 

marketing, public relations, 
digital, social and earned/
unearned media solutions to 
African American consumers 
across national, regional and 
local markets is unparalleled.

With a heritage of more 
than 77 years in publishing 
and community relationship 
building, our ability to connect 
with our readers means that 
our members delivery more 
than your message: We deliver 
results!



RATES      
NNPA National Print Ad Buy  

Total Turnkey Integrated Media Rates  



Network Features, Benefits and Services
The Network is a programmatic ad-buying platform that allows publishers, marketers 
and agencies to manage mobile, desktop, video and social campaigns from planning 
through reporting and optimization—all in one place. 

• One Simple User Interface enables planning, executing, reporting, and optimization 

• Real-Time Reporting and Transparent Visibility will provide reporting, down to the 
placement level, without delays. 

• Flexible Service Levels from “full-touch” (publishers login to a custom interface to 
establish and manage direct sales) to “no-touch” (you place Network-supplied code 
in specific areas of your website and ads are served dynamically to those locations) 
—and everything in between. 

Creating the largest digital ad network of African American-
owned and operated sites  

NNPA DIGITAL 
& SOCIAL  
Several options to get your 
message seen



The NNPA Digital Network encompasses an inventory of online advertising 

space in many different forms, including space on desktop and websites, 

in RSS feeds, on blogs, in instant messaging applications, mobile apps, 

adware, e-mails, and on other media. The dominant forms of inventory will 

include NNPA organization sites (nnpa.org and blackpressusa.com), member 

websites and social media feeds and third-party content websites (that will 

participate for either a share of the ad revenues or a fee), as well as NNPA-

controlled/managed search engine, mobile, and streaming resources.

Advertisers are able to buy a 
run of network package, or 
a run of category package 
within the network. The 
NNPA Digital Network serves 
advertisements from a central 
ad server, which responds to 
a site once a page is called. 
The NNPA Digital Network 
(The Network) operates as a 
“Vertical Network”: Vertical 
Networks represent the 
publications in their portfolio, 
with full transparency for the 
advertiser about where their 
ads will run. We promote 

high quality traffic at market 
prices heavily used by brand 
marketers. The revenue model 
is revenue share, though 
individual members are also 
be able to utilize the network 
to sell and support ads for 
themselves or other member 
publications. 

The Network also works with 
participating publishers to 
enable and offer Run-Of-
Site (ROS) advertising across 
specific “channels” (example: 
Auto or Travel) and/or site-
wide advertising options. 

In certain situations, The 
Network will offer discounted 
pricing to marketers willing 
to relinquish control over 
where their ads will run, and 
we will include a “site opt 
out” method to ensure that 
their message isn’t wasted on 
markets they have no interest 
in reaching. The Network is a 
“first-tier advertising network.” 
NNPA has a large number 
of existing advertisers and 
publishers and high quality 
traffic. 



The NNPA Digital Network 
is a programmatic ad-buying 
platform that allows publishers, 
marketers and agencies to 
manage mobile, desktop, video 
and social campaigns from 
planning through reporting and 
optimization—all in one place. 

• One Simple User Interface 
enables planning, executing, 
reporting, and optimization 

• Real-Time Reporting and 
Transparent Visibility will 
provide reporting, down to 
the placement level, without 
delays. 

• Flexible Service Levels from 
“full-touch” (publishers 
login to a custom interface 
to establish and manage 
direct sales) to “no-touch” 
(you place Network-supplied 
code in specific areas of your 
website and ads are served 
dynamically to those locations) 
—and everything in between. 

Seamless Integration
If you are already using a digital 
network to help support ad 

placements and sales, The 
NNPA Digital Network will easily 
integrate with Doubleclick, 
Google, Atlas, OpenX and many 
others.

Rich Media Ad Support
• The Network serves and 

supports all creative platforms, 
including HTML5, video, 
flash, images, email, mobile 
and asynchronous ad calls. 
Advanced Targeting

• Easy to use targeting lets you 
control how ads are served. 
Target users by city, state, 
country, keyword and more.

Instant Reports and 
Other Features
The Network provides publishers 
and advertisers instant access to 
beautiful dynamic reporting that 
can be accessed in real-time. 
Report access will be based upon 
the customer relationship. 

• Video Ad Serving 

• Geographic Targeting Target 
ads by country, province or 

state, or even as specific  
as city.

• Site/Zone Targeting Target 
and serve ads to specific 
websites or zones.

• Frequency Capping Limit the 
number of times an ad will 
show to a specific user.

• Keyword Targeting Target 
ad campaigns by keywords 
including wildcard matches.

• Start & End Times Schedule 
your ads to start and stop in 
the future.

• Smart Dashboard An 
intelligent account overview, 
see upcoming events and 
activities at a glance.

• Fast & Accurate Reports Easy 
report generation, and built-
in accu-pixel technology to 
ensure accurate stats.

• All Standard IAB Formats 
and Images Sizes Flash, 
CSS, Interstitials, pop ups, 
complicated scripts, text ads, 
videos, etc. 

NNPA DIGITAL NETWORK   
Features, Benefits & Services



2017 Websites Advertising 
Rates & Specs  

Introducing The NNPA 
Digital Network Sponsorship 
Opportunities 
The new NNPA Digital Network includes 
delivery of your messaging across member 
websites and social media properties and 
includes cross-channel coordination of your 
integrated campaign. A focus on mobile-based 
marketing ensures that your message will be 
received by our readers virtually anywhere, 
anytime. 

Mobile-friendly Banner size: 320 (x) 
pixels X 41 (h) pixels 

Specs: Static .gif or .jpg 

Rate: $1500 gross per month  

Format details for online creatives: 

Static .gif or .jpg. Proper flash .swf 
files are accepted. An additional 
static back-up image is highly  
recommended. If using flash, please 
confirm that the flash file is using 
(SSL) format with nomenclature, 
“clickTAG”and the correct 

Online Space   

Rotating  
Full Banner  

Medium 

Contract  

Any period of months;  
one month minimum  

Rate  

$3,500/month  

Any period of months;  
one month minimum  

NNPA Digital Network

Online  

Welcome  

Page (where 
available)

Leaderboard  
Banner  

Medium 
Rectangle   

Interstitial 
Banner  

Rate Per 
Month  

$1,000 Per 
Week  

$2,200  

$2,500  

$1,800  

$2,500/month   

Rate Per
Quarter  

$5,700  

$6,450  

$4,650  

Annual  
Rate  

$20,000  

$22,800  

$16,500  

Creative Size   

468 pixels(w)  
X  
60 pixels(h)  

250 pixels(w)  
X  
250 pixels(h)  

Email Details  

Send to:  
advertising@nn-
pa-digital.com

See above  

See above  

See above  

File Size   

Maximum 30K  

Maximum 30K  

Creative Size  

640(w) X 480(h) 
pixels  

728(w) X  
90(h) pixels  

300(w) X 250(h) 
pixels  

728(w) X  
90(h) pixels  

Format & Email 
Details 
Static .gif:  
No animation accepted.

Send to:  
advertising@ 
nnpa-digital.com

Animation  

Can be animated. 
Links to  

advertiser’s website.  

Can be animated. 
Links to  

advertiser’s website.  

Can be animated. 
Links to  

advertiser’s website.  

Can be animated. 
Links to  

advertiser’s website.  

Digital ads will be billed in full if materials are not received by the pub date. CPM rates may be negotiated at the time of the media 
buy. There will be no charge for digital ads that are cancelled at least one week prior to the pub date.  



EDITORIAL 
CALENDAR      



CONTACT  
DR. BENJAMIN F. CHAVIS, JR,

President & CEO  
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org

America can best lead the world away from racial and  
national  antagonisms when it accords to every  
person, regardless of race, color or creed, full human 
and legal rights. Hating no person, fearing no person, 
the Black Press strives to help every person in the firm 
belief that all are hurt as long as any is held back.  


