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TRUMP OUTLINES AMERICA FIRST AGENDA: WHAT IT MEANS
FOR BLACK AMERICANS

Posted on January 20, 2025 by Jason Roberts

NNPA NEWSWIRE — While the policies aim to bolster what the administration calls "American
values and safety," they carry profound implications for Black Americans and other marginalized
communities.
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Trump Outlines America First Agenda: What It Means for Black Americans

By Stacy M Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

President Donald Trump has unveiled his American priorities, which include measures addressing
border security, economic policies, government restructuring, and social values. While the policies
aim to bolster what the administration calls "American values and safety," they carry profound
implications for Black Americans and other marginalized communities.

Border Security and Immigration

The president plans to reinstate hardline immigration policies, including ending "catch-and-release,”
reinstating the "Remain in Mexico" program and expanding the border wall. The proposed
suspension of refugee resettlement could disproportionately affect Black migrants from African and
Caribbean nations who seek asylum in the U.S. Increased deportation operations targeting
undocumented immigrants, including those with minor infractions, may further contribute to fears of
racial profiling and discrimination in Black and immigrant communities.

Additionally, deploying the military, including the National Guard, to the border raises concerns
about the militarization of immigration enforcement. The designation of certain cartels as foreign
terrorist organizations could lead to broader enforcement measures that risk overreach and
collateral harm to immigrant populations, many of whom are Black.

Economic and Energy Policies

Trump's plan to "Make America Affordable and Energy Dominant Again® centers on reducing costs
through expanded energy production and deregulation. While these measures aim to lower living

expenses, they could have mixed consequences for Black Americans. Communities of color often
bear the brunt of environmental harm caused by deregulated industries and fossil fuel expansion,

raising questions about long-term health and environmental justice.
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The administration's withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord and rejection of renewable energy
investments could also slow progress in creating green jobs, an industry where Black workers have
begun to gain traction.

Government Reform

In his pledge to "Drain the Swamp,” Trump proposes freezing hiring in non-essential areas of the
federal workforce, with a specific focus on reducing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives.
This could result in fewer opportunities for Black professionals and reduced attention to addressing
systemic inequities in federal agencies.

Plans to reduce remote work among federal employees could disproportionately affect Black
workers, who often rely on flexible arrangements to manage systemic disparities such as longer
commutes and caregiving responsibilities.

Social Policies

Under "Bring Back American Values," the president has vowed to uphold traditional gender
definitions and push back against what he terms "radical gender ideology." While the policy may
resonate with some, critics argue it risks undermining protections for LGBTQ+ individuals, including
Black transgender and nonbinary people who already face high levels of discrimination and
violence.

Additionally, the administration’s promise to rename American landmarks to "appropriately honor"
U.S. history raises concerns about erasing the recognition of Black leaders and historical figures in
public spaces.

Implications for Black Americans

Trump's America First agenda presents a mix of challenges for Black communities. Policies targeting
immigration, environmental regulations, and government reform could exacerbate existing
inequities, while the rollback of DEI programs threatens to stall progress toward racial justice.

As the administration prepares to implement these policies, the impact on Black Americans will
depend on how federal and state agencies carry out the president's vision. Critics warn that many of
these proposals risk further marginalizing Black communities in an era of increasing social and
economic disparities.

"No administration can ignore the lasting impact of its policies on communities already fighting
systemic barriers," a civil rights advocate said.
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While the policies aim to bolster what the administration calls "American values and safety,” they carry
profound implications for Black Americans and other marginalized communities.
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